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23 March 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

I write to you in light of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the Government’s State of Emergency 

restrictions and the Archdiocesan regulations in concert with them. This has taken us into 

unimagined territory. Who would have contemplated a Lenten Season and Easter ceremonies 

without the public celebration of Mass? I imagine, that like me, you are experiencing a degree of 

anxiety, concern and a sense of loss for things we would have taken for granted. 

The preventative measures stipulated by our State, our Archdiocese and medical professionals 

are an appropriate response to the threat to our community. We should remember in our prayers 

those charged with making these difficult decisions. We must also be attentive to the best 

interests of the most vulnerable in our community, particularly those 60 years or older. 

Respecting the social distancing precautions can be a gesture of love in a time like this.  

Historically, Christians have fared better in times of plague and pandemic because they 

responded differently. Their overriding concern for the welfare of others markedly reduced their 

succumbing to self-pity, panic and despair.  

The celebration of public liturgies and meetings have been suspended until further notice. The 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass has been dispensed for all. But the time for prayer has never 

been more important. We are exploring the possibility of live streaming the Easter Ceremonies 

on our website, You Tube or Facebook. Daily Mass is available on the Internet 

www.melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass and Sunday Mass on the Mass for You at Home website 

www.mfyah.com and the Channel Ten app 10play.  

St Francis Xavier Church will be open for private prayer (rosary, chaplets etc) and at the usual 

Mass times for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Individual Reconciliation times (Saturday 

9.30am at St Clare, 4.00pm at St Francis Xavier) are unchanged. Please be mindful of social 

distancing within the Church.  
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In coming days many of our number will be either self-isolating (considered to be at risk but not 

confirmed) or quarantined (identified with the virus and sent home to recover). If you or a loved 

one is in this predicament, could you leave a contact number with the parish office so we can 

stay in touch.  

We may not be publicly celebrating, but our parish mission to build the kingdom of God in Box 

Hill remains and this demands a degree of creativity in living that mission.  

We are therefore seeking to form  

1. Telephone teams to maintain daily contact with our isolated people.  

2. Shopping crews to source and deliver needed items to those confined to home.  

3. Prayer parties to hold in prayer specific needs and intentions at this time. 

4. An expansion of our Ministers of Communion to the Housebound.  

If you are able to volunteer for one or more of these tasks please contact the parish office: 9401 

6371 or Boxhill@cam.org.au .  

Fr Jossy and I will have you in our prayers as we celebrate the Eucharist. And I leave you with a 

thought from sacred scripture. “A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a downcast spirit dries 

up the bones” Prov 17:22 

 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 

Parish Priest 
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